
T H E  C I T Y  O F  O A K  R I D G E  N O R T H  

ORN News 

The City of Oak Ridge 
North will begin extensive 
and much needed improve-
ment to our  aging       waste-
water system beginning in   
October.   

The system is plagued 
with cracked and broken 
pipe, deteriorating man-
holes, root infiltration,   
debris, and faulty connec-
tions.  By making these im-
provements the City will 
extend the life of the 40-year-
old system for 50 years.  

Around 2005, spikes in 
flow were noted at the 
SMCMUD wastewater treat-
ment plant that indicated a 
problem with stormwater 
infiltration coming from the 
Oak Ridge North system.   
Spikes in flow into the treat-
ment plant can cause envi-
ronmental and compliance 
issues under state regula-
tions.  Study and testing 
followed that showed the 
extensive infrastructure  
issues.  

Fortunately, modern 
processes are less invasive 
than the old open trench 
repairs.  The City will under-
take the rehabilitation using 
multiple techniques such as 
cured in place pipe and pipe 
bursting.  This allows for 
open trenches at opposite 

ends of a length of 
pipe, without opening 
the entire section.  
Some repairs may re-
quire open trench, but 
these new processes 
reduce that exposure.   

The project is di-
vided into three 
phases.  Phase I in-
cludes all of the areas 
south of Robinson 
Road and west of   
Maplewood.  This 
phase will begin in 
October 2010.  A pub-
lic meeting was held in 
July to outline the de-
tails.  Additional meet-
ings, held block by block as 
construction progresses, will 
start in October.  In addi-
tion, individual door hang-
ers will give 48-72 hours 
notice of construction com-
mencement on your block.   
The door hanger will pro-
vide you a direct contact 
phone number to answer 
your questions and resolve 
any issues that arise.   

What can you, as a resi-
dent, expect?  Most of the 
construction will be in the 
street rights-of-way.  How-
ever, access to side and back 
yards may be necessary.  You 
will be notified of this neces-
sity in advance.  Residents 

may be asked to remove im-
provements in rights-of-way 
or easements such as sheds, 
furniture, and fixtures.  Side-
walks, fences, grass, mail 
boxes and landscaping will 
be replaced if they are in  
right of way areas where 
open trenching is required.  
Other landscaping will be 
discussed with residents on a 
case by case basis.  Pipe 
bursting and cured in place 
processes will allow us to 
have minimal disruption of 
improvements.   

If you have outdoor pets, 
accommodations should be 
made for that day.   

PARDON OUR PROGRESS 
Wastewater system improvements begin in October 

Sewer service may be 
disrupted on the day of con-
struction on your block, but 
should be restored the same 
day.   

You may be asked to 
limit sewer discharges when 
the construction is in your 
area.   You may not have 
access to your driveway dur-
ing construction hours, but 
this will be limited to a day.   

Phase II, the area north 
of Woodson Road, will be-
gin in 2011.  Phase III, in-
cluding the area between 
Woodson Road and Robin-
son Road, will commence 
later in 2011. 

  We ask for your pa-
tience as we strive to make 
these improvements to your 
service with the least possible 
disruptions.   
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Mayor Joe Michels 

Mayor Pro Tem Leah 
Gray — Council  

Member Place 4  

Council Members: 

Tom Coale, Place 1 

Steve Holcomb, Place 2 

Al Stahl, Place 3 

Peter Nett, Place 5 
Vicky Rudy, City Manager 

Andy Walters, Chief of Police 

Frank Miller, Public Works 
Director  

Clasina Watson, City Secretary 

Jeri Norris, Finance Director  

Paul Rex, Court Administrator 

Scott Bounds, City Attorney 

Ed Shackelford, City Engineer 

Council meetings are held on 
the 2nd & 4th Monday  

 7 p.m. 

 

Vicky Rudy was 
named City Manager 
on March 8, 2010.  
Vicky is a long time 
resident of Montgom-
ery County, working 
locally in community 
relations, governmental af-
fairs, economic develop-
ment, and education issues 
before serving as the first 
City Administrator for the 
City of Montgomery.    

She returns home to 
Montgomery County and 
Oak Ridge North as City 
Manager after three years 
with the City of Rolling-
wood, Texas.  

Along with economic 
development, Vicky has a 

strong background in 
municipal finance, 
water and wastewater 
operations, and con-
struction, stormwater 
management and park 

management.  She says she is 
particularly grateful to be 
back home and working 
with the City of Oak Ridge 
North.  ―I have long admired 
the people of Oak Ridge 
North, and the sense of 
hometown it has always 
brought to the greater com-
munity.    I look forward to 
working together with the 
Council and citizens toward  
a great future.‖   

F r a n k 
M i l l e r 
joined the 
City of 
Oak Ridge 
North in 
July 2010 

as its new Public Works 
Director.  Frank has over 20 
years experience in munici-
pal services, including wa-
ter, wastewater, street main-
tenance, facility mainte-
nance, construction, parks, 
and landscaping.   

Frank joins us after five 
years with the City of Roll-
ingwood, Texas.  Previously 
he worked with AWR Ser-
vices  in water and sewer 
operations and construc-
tion.   He has experience 
with FMS Construction 
Services and Peabody Gen-
eral Contracting  in water 
and wastewater  construc-
tion.   

The City of Oak Ridge North 

281-292-4648 

ORN Police  

DIAL 911 FOR EMERGENCIES 

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am to 4:00 pm - Dial 281-292-4643  

Otherwise, call Montgomery County Dispatch  

281-353-9791 

South Montgomery County Fire Department  

281-363-3473 

Utilities 

ORN Water Dept……………………………………………………………281-367-1189 

 Emergency after hours………………………………………281-292-4642 

Southern Montgomery County MUD (Water)…………………...281-367-5383 

Reliant Energy (Electric)…………………………………………………..713-207-7777 

Entergy Solutions (Electric)……………………………………………...800-368-3749 

SBC (Telephone)…………………………………………………………….800-585-7928 

CenterPoint Energy (Gas)………………………………………………..713-659-2111 

Charter Communications (Cable)…………………………………….281-367-8900 

Numbers You Can Use! 

Your City Council and Staff        

He also worked with 
Environmental Landscape 
Services and GreenTree 
Landscaping, and brings his 
horticulture experience to 
help improve our parks and 
rights of way.  One of his 
parks, Mountain View Park 
in Austin, Texas, was named 
a State of Texas Parks Top 
Ten.  He also received recog-
nition for landscaping work 
at the Arboretum in Austin.    
He is trained in water and 
wastewater operations, fire 
hydrant repair and mainte-
nance, playground safety 
and stormwater manage-
ment.   
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The City of Oak Ridge North 

LIFE SAVING EFFORT —
The City Council recog-
nized Allie Gray at its Au-
gust 23rd meeting for her 
effort to save a life at the 
Oak Ridge North pool.  
Allie is the daughter of 
ORN residents Leah  and 
John Gray.  She is a 2009 
graduate of Oak Ridge 
North High School and has 
just started her second year 
at Sam Houston State Uni-
versity.  She was an active 
member of the Otters Swim 
Team and now works as a 
life guard at the ORN pool 
for the YMCA. 

Mayor Joe Michels 

   From the Mayor  
 

Welcome Change 
After suffering through 

what felt like 27 months of 
heat and humidity, the cool 
dry air of early October was 
a welcome change.  The 
crisp autumn air brought a 
refreshing sense of renewal.  
But the weather is not the 
only welcome change 
around here.   

There are some wel-
come changes in the City 
administration, too.  Most 
importantly, we welcomed a 
new City Manager to town 
this year – Vicky Rudy.  
Vicky has already made her 
mark – substantially upgrad-
ing services, saving us 

Your new Council, at 
Vicky and Frank’s recom-
mendation, voted to signifi-
cantly expand our recycle 
program.  It is now more 
efficient, more effective, 
more ecologically friendly, 
and more ―people friendly,‖ 
too.  No more sorting, no 
more worrying about what 
kind of plastic bottle you 
have, no more trips some-
where else to recycle paper, 
cardboard or glass – just 
throw everything into a 
single can and our recycle 
crew will pick it up.  

And it costs LESS than 
our old program! 

Last, but not least – 
your Mayor and Council 
offered another welcome 
change – a 4 cent property 
tax reduction!  You will see 
this on your 2010 tax bill. 

There are dozens of 
other ―welcome changes‖ 
happening all across your 
City -- too many to list here.  
I am working diligently with 
Vicky, Frank, and your 
Council to find new ways to 
provide better services, 
more efficiently, and at less 
cost.  We ―welcome 
change‖ that will make Oak 
Ridge North an ever better 
place to live.   

Let us know what we 
can do.  Give us a call.  
Send us an email.  Write us 
a letter. 

Thanks for putting your 
trust in us.  And thanks for 
YOUR help in making Oak 
Ridge North ―What a 
Hometown Should Be.‖ 

 

money, and cutting taxes.  
Vicky is a long time Mont-
gomery County resident 
who previously served as 
City Administrator for the 
City of Montgomery and 
for the City of Rollingwood 
(near Austin). 

In just a few months she 
has created and enforced a 
long list of much needed 
policies – policies we 
should have had years ago.  
She discovered a potential 
legal liability from the prior 
administration and quickly 
had City Council resolve it.  
She reduced staffing in a 
bloated public works de-
partment and hired a great 
Public Works director – 
Frank Miller.   

Frank is a welcome 
change, too.  He had not 
even cashed his first pay-
check before he discovered 
that we had a dozen fire 
hydrants that had not been 
properly maintained or 
tested in the past and were 
no longer working.  He has 
already repaired them and 
is now adding additional 
fire hydrants that we have 
needed for years.  He and 
Vicky prepared a capital 
improvement ―plan‖ for 
public works – something 
our city has needed for 
years.   

These are welcomed 
changes. 

City Council has 
changed, too.  We wel-
comed new Council mem-
bers Al Stahl and Tom 
Coale, and ―welcomed 
back‖ your old mayor – me. 
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Oak Ridge North “MERCHANT SPOTLIGHT” 
Hodge’s Food Basket is locally owned and operated 

The Oak Ridge North Economic Development Corpora-
tion (ORNEDC) is reaching out to the City’s business owners 
with a new grant program. The Commercial Development 
Grant is designed to encourage new business enterprises and 
encourage structural and visual improvements of existing com-
mercial properties, all which add to the economic well being of 
the city. 

Grant recipients will be determined according to the im-
pact of the proposed project on commercial revitalization and/
or the potential tax revenues generated for the City.   The 
ORNEDC will also look at the track record of the applicant for 
successfully operating a business.  The program can be utilized 

as encouragement for businesses to move into the City of Oak 
Ridge North and for the creation of jobs. 

The awards have a maximum of $10,000 per address on a 
two-to-one matching ratio.  For example, $2,000 from the prop-
erty owner and $1,000 from an ORNEDC grant, for a project 
costing $3,000.  Awards will be limited to one structural and 
one visual improvement grant per fiscal year per address.  All 
plans must be submitted to the City for proper approvals and 
proper city permits. 

For more information contact the City Secretary, Clasina 
Watson, at 832-381-3303. 

Economic Development Corporation sponsors new grant program for business improvements 

Hodge’s Food Basket 
began as Clayton’s Super-
market in 1971.  In 1993, 
David Hodge and his wife 
Sharon purchased the store 
and it became Hodge’s Food 
Basket.   

―We pride ourselves on 
having a clean, convenient, 
competitively-priced store 
and our service is second to 
none‖ says Mr. Hodge.  
―Last year, we remodeled our 
store hoping, in this strug-
gling economy, to improve 

store full time.  They live in 
Oak Ridge and have an 11 
year old daughter, Ava. 

Hodge’s Food Basket 
continues to support many 
local charities, businesses 
and churches as well as Oak 
Ridge High School, the Oak 
Ridge Otters, the Tamina 
Community Center and the 
Kiwanis Club.  

our sales and stability here in 
Oak Ridge North.‖   

Many current employees 
have been with the company 
since then.  David’s brother, 
Jerry Hodge, was the store 
manager until his retirement 
two years ago and now only 
works a few days a week.  
Karol Medina came with Mr. 
Hodge from the Gerland’s 
store in Galveston.  She be-
gan working for him in 1981 
when she was 16 years old.  
Grady Moore and Karen 
Eibell began working for the 
Hodge’s soon after they pur-
chased the store.  Debbie 
Carter and Cindy Draper 
were both working for Clay-
ton’s and continued on with 
the Hodges as well. Rick 
Gormey and Karen Herring 
have also been longtime 
employees.  

Mr. Hodge lost his wife 
Sharon to cancer in 2002 
and in 2008, he married 
Tracy Massingill; an Oak 
Ridge North resident since 
1974.  She now works at the 

In each quarterly 

newsletter we will highlight 

a local business.  We 

encourage our residents to 

patronize our local 

businesses.  The sales tax 

generated helps offset the 

cost of services for our 

citizens.   

SHOP OAK RIDGE 

NORTH! 
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Oak Ridge North’s “POLICE SPOTLIGHT” 
Oak Ridge North Investigative Division 

One of the reasons Oak 
Ridge North was initially 
incorporated was because of 
a desire to provide for the 
safety and security of its 
residents.  Police service is, 
along with utilities, a pri-
mary function.   

Over 10 years ago, to 
insure the protection of its 
citizens, the City Council 
expressed a desire to main-
tain a minimum of two 
officers on patrol on all 
shifts.  These are the men 
and women in blue patrol-
ling our streets and busi-
nesses twenty four hours a 
day.  They are the front line 
of protection for the City.   

Standing behind them, 
however, is a staff of highly 
trained personnel, support-
ing the efforts of those offi-
cers with investigations, 
warrant service, evidence 
management, code enforce-
ment, environmental en-
forcement, and all the ser-
vices necessary for a fully 
realized, effective and pro-
ductive Police Department. 
Beginning with this newslet-
ter, we will highlight some 
of the divisions, people, and 

services that make up the 
Police Department.   

Our Investigative Divi-
sion is made up of Sergeant 
Kent Hubbard, Detective 
James Ford, Senior Officer 
Charlie Nation, and Officer 
Elizabeth Harrell.  Sergeant 
Hubbard oversees the op-
eration of the Investigative 
Division.  He reports di-
rectly to the Chief of Police.  
He reads and checks each 
offense report, assigns cases, 
monitors case progress, and 
works major crimes against 
persons. Officer Ford works 
all property crimes. Officer 
Nation is liason to the mu-
nicipal court and handles 
all matters pertaining to 
warrants issued by both the 
municipal court and other 
courts in this county and 
state.  Officer Harrell works 
as an administrative assis-
tant, inputs data from of-
fense reports, handles all 
evidence and seizures, and 
is the crime victim liason 
for the department. This 
Division handles more than 
100 cases per month and 
have clearance rate of 40 
percent, which is excellent 

for an agency of this size. 
Detectives, in many 

cases, must accompany the 
victims to forensic interview 
appointments, and may 
appear with victims in court 
settings to assure support 
during prosecution.  Drug 
evidence must be trans-
ported to the Department 
of Public Safety Lab in 
Houston for processing and 
analysis.   

In more complex cases 
such as violent assaults, or 
cases involving a death, the 
Detectives must attend au-
t o p s i e s  t o   
assure a proper 
chain of han-
dling for evi-
dence gathered 
by the patholo-
gist.  Interviews 
with health 
professionals, 
laboratory tech-
nicians and 
others involved 
in the analysis 
of evidence are part of the 
process.  The Detectives are 
responsible, in the course of 
investigating an offense,  for 
detection/collection of evi-

dence and arrests.  Search 
warrants, arrest warrants, 
mental health commit-
ments are at times required 
to further this goal.  The 
service of warrants or assis-
tance to and with other 
agencies falls onto this 
group. 

 

With summer going and autumn in the air we all find 
ourselves trying to figure out how to keep our yards clear of the 
leaves and debris that come with the changing seasons.  Some 
bag the debris and set it out for collection.  Some try to pile it 
up and burn it.  Some make mulch and compost.  And some 
simply blow the leaves into the storm sewers in hopes that the 
October rains will wash their problem away.   

In Chapter 7 of the Texas Water Code, the act of 
depositing leaves and debris into storm drains is defined as a 

So You Know 

Leaves and debris in stormwater system is illegal dumping 
criminal act.  Unauthorized discharge of pollutants without a 
permit is subject to a $50,000 fine and five years imprisonment 
for severe cases.  The simple unauthorized discharge of 
pollutants is subject to a $1,000 fine and one year 
imprisonment.  Violations of the Clean Air Act and the Texas 
Outdoor Burning Rule are subject to $1,000 to $50,000 fines 
and/or up to five years imprisonment.  Be a good 
neighbor.  Bag those leaves and yard waste for pickup or Go 
Green and compost.  

 

Jim Ford, Elizabeth Harrell, Kent 
Hubbard, and Charlie Nation. 
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Oak Ridge North’s Public Works 
Improvements in City Services 

Single-stream recycling 
has come to Oak Ridge 
North!  Single -stream 
recycling technology allows 
residents to put all of their 
recyclables in a single bin.  
This includes glass and 
cardboard!  By single-
streaming, the convenience 
and amount of recycling can 
increase up to 30 percent 
a c c o r d i ng  t o  W a s t e 
Management.   

Recyclable material will 
be sorted and separated 
mechanically at a new Waste 
Management facility.  This 
system reduces our costs 
and ,  hope fu l l y ,  w i l l 
e n c o u r a g e  m o r e 
participation in this free 
service.  To date, only 40 
percent of Oak Ridge North 
r e s ident s  pa r t i c ipa t e .  
Increasing the amount of 

discards that go into 
recycling not only reduces 
landfill and is good for the 
environment; it also has the 
potential to reduce cost of 
regular garbage pickup.   

Single stream has been 
such a success that the City 
experienced a run on recycle 
bins.  The bins have been 
restocked and are now 
available at City Hall.  If you 
have overflow, you may use a 
regular garbage can; just 
place it on the right hand 

side of your driveway on 
Thursdays.  

Please refer to the list of 
recyclable materials on the 
C i t y  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.oakridgenorth.com to 
see what can be recycled. It’s 
important that only the 
proper materials in the 
recycling containers because 
contaminated loads will be 
sent to the landfill. 

All residents will be 
serviced on Thursday with 
the exception of a City 
holiday that falls on that 
same day (Thanksgiving).  In 
this case recycling services 
would be suspended for that 
week.  

If you do not recycle 
now, please consider joining 
us in this green initiative 
available to our citizens at no 
cost.   

Preventing fires is the most important factor in fire safety, 
but having the resources close at hand if and when a fire 
occurs has been a primary focus of the City of Oak Ridge 
North Public Works Department over the summer months.  
A survey of fire hydrants showed six hydrants in non-working 
condition and almost thirty in need of minor to major repairs.  
The department also identified a need for thirteen new 
hydrant locations in order to give all areas of the City 
complete coverage.    

This fire hydrant repair program improved service for 
every street in Oak Ridge North.   This will be expanded when 
new hydrants are installed as part of the City’s 2011 Capital 
Improvement Program.   

―Fire protection is a function and service we take very 
seriously,‖ said Public Works Director Frank Miller.  ―We are 
pleased to have our entire system functioning properly and 
look forward to providing full coverage for our residents and 
businesses with the new installations this year.‖ 

Extensive fire hydrants repairs made across the City  

The black hydrant on the left is not a fire prevention apparatus.  It is a flush 
valve for the water system.  The blue  hydrant is a fire fighting apparatus.    

SINGLE STREAM RECYCLING MAKES GOING GREEN EASY 

GREENWASTE 
SCHEDULE  

Along with our new 
recycling program we have 
changed the Greenwaste 
scheduled service days 
beginning September 7, 
2010.   

South of Woodson is on 
Monday 

North of Woodson is on  
Tuesday 

In the event of a holiday 
service will be pushed to the 
next business day. 

http://www.oakridgenorth.com
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By: Lauren MacKrell 

As a summer intern with 
the City of Oak Ridge North 
I was asked to research 
neighborhood associations 
to see if this type of organiza-
tion would be beneficial to 
the citizens and to the City. 

Overall, I discovered that 
the purpose of such associa-
tions is to bring people to-
gether to discuss goals the 
different constituent groups 
would like to see completed 
within their neighborhood 
or group and to keep the 
community informed and 
connected. 

Neighborhood associa-
tions can present the citizens 
of Oak Ridge North another 
means to energize the com-
munity, give life to commu-
nity ideas, as well as provide 
an outlet to voice questions 
and concerns.  It can be a 
positive vehicle for helping 
keep Oak Ridge North as a 
hometown should be.  

By definition a neighbor-

hood association is a volun-
tary organization in which a 
group of people within a city 
organize and attend planned 
meetings and discuss any 
concerns they may have 
about the City, as well as 
make plans and events in 
which their neighborhood 
may take part. Neighbor-
hood associations are open 
to all citizens in the city.  
This includes homeowners, 
renters, apartment residents, 
business owners, school and 
church officials, and mem-
bers of non-profit organiza-
tions in the area.  

There can be one com-
prehensive association or  
multiple associations within 
a city separated by spatial 
boundaries allowing mem-
bers to make plans and goals 
specific to its social, eco-
nomic or environmental 
needs.  

Each association elects a 
board, usually consisting of 
five to ten members.  The  

board would elect officers, 
including a president, secre-
tary, and treasurer, as it sees 
fit.   Most draft by-laws and 
govern themselves around 
those by-laws.   

However, each core 
group typically develops 
committees in order to facili-
tate the extended participa-
tion of other community 
members to help set the 
goals of the association and 
facilitate reaching those 
goals.  

Neighborhood associa-
tions can be beneficial to any 
City.  They encourage com-

munity involvement, guaran-
tee a way for the resident to 
be heard by improving the 
two-way connection between 
the City and its constituents.  
They help connect neighbors 
in a meaningful way, giving 
them a chance to interact 
and share ideas, as well as 
provide the public influence 
over decisions that directly 
affect them.   

    It is the people who 
experience their 
n e i g h b o r -
hood on a 
day to day 
basis who 
know best 
what issues 
should be 
a d d r e s s e d , 
what areas 
should be 
i m p r o v e d , 
and what 
characteris -
tics you want 
to be preva-
lent in your      
n e i g h b o r -
hood.         

I f  you and your 
neighbors would like to 
learn more about the process 
of forming a neighborhood 
association, a pamphlet is 
available at City Hall and 
online.  You can find it at 
www.oakridgenorth.com.  

 

Neighborhood Associations 
Helping Make Oak Ridge North What a Hometown Should Be   

If you and your 
neighbors would like to 
learn more about the 
process of forming a 

neighborhood 
association, a pamphlet 

is available at City 
Hall and online at 

www.oakridgenorth.com

Lauren MacKrell is a student 
at the University of California-
Davis.  She is the granddaughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Jim MacKrell of Oak 
Ridge North.  She served as an 
intern in the summer of 2010. 



27424 Robinson Road 
Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385 

Phone: 281-292-4648 
Fax: 281-367-7729 

E-mail: vrudy@oakridgenorth.com 

 

Name the Newsletter 

We’re on the web! 

www.oakridgenorth.com 
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We need a name! 
This is the first newsletter of the 
new fiscal year and your new 

administration.  We will be bringing 
you the news once each quarter.   
If you have ideas for naming the 

newsletter, please submit them to 
Vicky Rudy at 

vrudy@oakridgenorth.com or mail 
to her attention at the address 

below.  The winner will be selected 
by City Council and recognized at a 

City Council meeting.   

Newsletter design by Lauren  MacKrell, a student at the University of California-Davis. Lauren is the granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jim MacKrell of Oak Ridge North.  
She was an intern with the City in the summer of 2010. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
 

Mayor and City Council Christmas Reception 
Thursday, December 9, 2010 

6 p.m. to 9 p.m.  
Oak Ridge North City Hall 

 
Oak Ridge North Christmas Parade 

Saturday, December 11, 2010 
9 a.m.  

 
Plan to join us at the reception, then get your float 

ready for the PARADE! 
SANTA CLAUS will be attending! 
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