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FALL,  2013 What a hometown should be! 

Construction crews are 
evident throughout the City 
as our infrastructure rehabili-
tation projects continue in 
Oak Ridge North.  The City 
continues to work to meet 
the challenge of replacing 
aging facilities to insure deliv-
ery of services well into the 
future. 

Water Plant 
The first of two 32-foot 

groundwater storage tanks 
has been delivered to the Oak 
Ridge North water plant on 
Robinson Road and is cur-
rently being assembled.  A 
second tank will be delivered 
after the first of the year, and 
the last of the old tanks will 
be removed.  These new 
groundwater storage tanks 
will insure the delivery of 
water some 50 years into the 
future, replacing 40 year old 
tanks that have reached end 
of life.  The existing struc-
tures date back to the days 
before Oak Ridge North was 
incorporated as a city, part of 

the Oak Ridge Municipal 
Utility District (MUD).  The 
city incorporated in 1979 and 
took over the MUD and its 
facilities.  This plant has 
served the city well, but we 
look forward to new facilities 
that will supply a growing 
demand and insure uninter-
rupted delivery of safe drink-
ing water.  The project, in-
cluding tanks, electronics and 
attractive new fencing, will 
freshen the look and curb 
appeal of the water plant.   

I-45 Waterline 
Crews are also hard at 

work installing a 12-inch wa-
ter line along the I-45 feeder 
road.  This installation runs 
from the Sears store at Robin-
son Road, south in front of 
The Shoppes at Oak Ridge 
North (Hodge’s grocery store) 
and across the Timber Oaks 
shopping center.  This up-
graded water line will allow 
for fire hydrants and im-
proved connections for this 
previously underserved com-

Utility Upgrades Continue 
mercial area.    The work will 
be completed by the end of 
the year.  Future phases will 
continue this water line in 
front of the AMF Bowling 
Center and the southern sec-
tion of the Wood Ridge Plaza 
on our northern feeder road. 

Wastewater Rehabilitation 
The last phase of the waste-

water rehabilitation project is 
in engineering design.  All 
construction phases of the 
rehabilitation are complete, 
and follow up smoke testing 
has been completed.  This 
last phase addresses issues 
discovered during the con-
struction phase, including a 
number of manholes that 
need rehabilitation.  This 
phase will have only minor 
impact on private property.    

Drainage 
The City has also pur-

chased property on Spring 
Pines that fronts the Marilyn 
Edgar Park.  This property 
will be converted to a reten-
tion/detention facility to 
manage stormwater runoff 
and prevent flooding.  A re-
tention facility is an artificial 

pond, sometimes used as a 
water feature.  A detention 
basin is dry, temporarily stor-
ing water after a storm.  
Whichever is ultimately cho-
sen, the facility will aid in our 
drainage program, while at 
the same time providing an 
opportunity to add a feature 
to our park, whether a water 
feature, or additional land for 
park expansion during dry 
periods. 

Community News
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Oak Ridge North 

#1  Walkways and patios provide space that doesn‛t ever need 
to be watered.  These useful spaces can also add value to your 
property. 
#2  Rather than following a set watering schedule, check for 
soil moisture 2-3 inches below the surface before watering. 
#3  Use drip irrigation for trees & shrubs to apply water 
directly to the roots—where it is needed. 
#4  Make suggestions to your employer about ways to save 
water and money at work. 
#5  Promptly report broken pipes, open hydrants or sprinkler 
heads to the property owner or to the water dept. 
#6  Leave lower branches on trees & shrubs and allow leaf 

litter to accumulate to keep soil cool and reduce evaporation. 
#7  When you have ice left in your cup, don‛t throw it down the drain or in the trash, toss the ice 
on a plant. 
#8  Water only when necessary.  More plants die from over watering than under watering. 
#9  Adjust your watering schedule monthly to match seasonal changes. 
#10  Look for products bearing the EPA WaterSense Label for items that have been certified to 
save 20% or more without sacrificing performance. 
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Gayle Scardino owns Scardino Landscaping & Irrigation and can be 
reached at gaylescardino@sbcglobal.net. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

Fall and winter are the best times to 
plant trees and grass as they will have 
time to establish roots before the heat 
of summer. 

Mulching pays off!  It conserves 
moisture and protects your plant’s 
roots.  Mulch also reduces weed and 
enriches soil. 

For color all winter long, plant cold 
tolerant flowers like:  Violas, Pansies, 
Petunias, Dianthus, Asters and 
Mums.  Kale and Dusty Miller offer 
unique color and texture to your 
garden.   Feed with bone meal and 
blood meal for lots of color! 

Keep your vegetable gardens 
producing all winter by planting 
broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower and a 
variety of greens. 

Plant bulbs now for spring blooms.  
Daffodils, Lilies, Hyacinth, Gladiolas, 
Dutch Iris, and Crinum Lily are all 
great choices for Oak Ridge North. 

Want to be “in-the-know” 
with what’s happening in 

Oak Ridge North? 

LIKE us on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/oakridgenorth 

or the QR Code below from 
your smart phone. 
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   From the Mayor  

“Being Thankful”

The City of Oak Ridge North 

As I write this article we 
are on the verge of the 
holiday season.  Thanksgiv-
ing is coming up faster 
than I am ready for.   The 
“Black Friday” ads 
are screaming 
on the televi-
sion, and I hear 
Christmas 
songs on the 
radio.  So lest we 
get caught up in 
the rush, I want to share a 
message of Thanksgiving 
to speak of the many 
things for which we have 
to be thankful.   As you 
read this take a minute to 
think of all you have for 
which to be thankful.   

I am thankful for family, 
those who love us uncondi-
tionally, sometimes in spite 

world.  I am thankful for 
my family, and for being in 
the family of God.  

I am thankful for Amer-
ica.  I am blessed to live in 

the greatest country in 
this world.  Even 

with all 
the 
things 
that 
have 

gone or may go 
wrong, the U.S. is 
still the best place 
to live on this 
earth.  We still 
have our freedom, 
and I thank the 
men and women 
who serve in our armed 
forces to keep us free.   We 
live in a great state that is 
economically sound, where 

people want to 
move.  Texans have 
always considered 
ourselves blessed!  
We’re glad to be 
born here, and 
happy to adopt oth-
ers who weren’t born 
into our Lone Star 
family! 
I am thankful to live 
in Oak Ridge North.  
We have a great 
community and can 
be thankful for it.  I 
look at other towns 
and they do not have 
what we have.  We 
have excellent leader-
ship from our City 
Council.  The City 
Manager, Vicky 
Rudy, and her staff 

of ourselves.  I am thankful 
for the blessing I have in 
my wife J.J., in our chil-
dren, and grandchildren, 

who I see grow-

ing up in a world that is 
constantly changing (I pray 
for the better).  In them I 
see the potential to change 
the world for good.   I see 
innocence and purity in 
the expressions and actions 
of my three-year-old grand-
son who has Downs Syn-
drome and know that I am 
blessed far more in him 
than all the riches in this 

go above and beyond in 
serving the citizens of Oak 
Ridge North.  We are mak-
ing positive progress for 
our future needs.  Every-
one,  citizens, council, and 
staff, worked together on a 
comprehensive plan to 
help us move forward into 
the future so Oak Ridge 
North continues to be the 
“hometown” we want it to 
be.   

I am thankful to be your 
Mayor.  I truly consider it a 
blessing to serve our com-
munity in this capacity.  I 
pray that you and your 
family will have a safe and 
joyful holiday season and 
that God will richly bless 
you in this time.   Thanks 
for letting me stop to pon-
der what I am thankful for, 
and I hope that in this 
time, you have found rea-
son to be thankful too!  

RSVP  to Heather Neeley 
832-381-3303 or hneeley@oakridgenorth.com 

Jim & J.J. Kuykendall, 
photo courtesy of  Market Street Photo Booth Rentals 
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Oak Ridge North Hometown Christmas 
Parade & Santa in the Park 

The Christmas fun of the 
Oak Ridge North Hometown 
Christmas Parade is always a 
highlight of the holiday sea-

son for ORN and sur-
rounding communi-
ties.  This year’s 
event will be on 
Saturday, De-
cember 7, 
2013.  The 
parade kicks 
off at 9:30 
a.m., with 
parade par-
ticipants lin-
ing up at 
9:00.  The 
route will be 
the same as last 
year starting at 
the corner of Pine 
Manor Dr. and Har-
lan Ln., moving south from 
Harlan Ln. to Maplewood 
Dr., then north into Marilyn 
Edgar Park along South 
Hillside Dr.  The complete 
route map is available on the 
city website. 

Along with local officials 

there will be school 
groups, scout 

troops, area 
businesses, 

churches, 
antique 
cars, and 
many 
more pa-
rade en-
tries—
includ-
ing SAN-

TA!  Pa-
rade 

watch-
ers 

should 
come prepared 

to catch Christmas 
candy and treats tossed 
from floats.  If you or your 
group want to be in the pa-
rade, contact 
scates@oakridgenorth.com. 

Immediately following 
the parade the Santa in 

the Park event will begin in 
Marilyn Edgar Park.  In addi-
tion to the chance to tell San-
ta all your Christmas wishes, 
there will be:  bounce houses, 
trackless train rides, facepaint-
ing, balloons, ORHS Orches-
tra, school choirs singing holi-
day favorites, and lots of 
Christmas goodies to eat! 

So come out to celebrate 
the season in Oak Ridge 
North!  For all the details:  
www.oakridgenorth.com. 
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27493 Hanna Road, Suite #5 • Oak Ridge North  77385 

With coupon only. Coupon has no cash value.  Coupon expires November 30, 2013. 

281-367-4814 
www.elderautomotive.com 

Elder’s

Automotive 

Elder’s

Automotive

With coupon only. Coupon has no cash value.  Coupon expires November 30, 2013. 
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Oak Ridge North Hometown Christmas 
Tree Lighting, Light Up the Night & Hayride 

The ORN Community News is a quarterly publication, edited by Susan Cates.   
Design by Lauren  MacKrell, granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. Jim MacKrell of Oak Ridge North. 

The Christmas season 
kicks off in grand Oak Ridge 
North style with the Christ-
mas Tree Lighting Ceremo-
ny on Sunday, De-
cember 1, 2013 at 
5:30 p.m. A perfor-
mance of holiday 
music  will start the 
event.  The tree will 
be lit just after dark.  
All are welcome to 
attend. Parking is 
available at the 
AT&T building or 
behind Sears. 

The Light Up the Night 
home decorating completion 
is always a highLIGHT  of 
Christmas for our very com-
petitive ORN residents!  Judg-
ing will take place starting the 
evening of Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10th with all judges votes 
tabulated by Friday, Decem-

ber 13th.  Signs will be placed 
in the winners yards and the 
results posted on the ORN 
website and Facebook page by 

Monday, December 16th.  
Have fun decorating but be 
careful on those ladders! 

This year, back by popular 
demand, is the Community 
Hayride to view the lights 
and sing Christmas carols 
throughout the neighbor-
hoods.  On Thursday, De-

cember 19th, the hayride will 
depart from Houser Elemen-
tary at 6:00 p.m. and again at 
7:00 p.m.  Cost of the ride is 

a non-perishable food 
item for the Montgom-
ery County Food Bank 
Backpack Program (list 
of items is on the 
ORN website.)  The 
hayride will tour the 
lights with participants 
singing carols through-
out the community.  
Stops for hot cocoa 

and wassail are also 
planned.  Children 12 and 
under must be accompanied 
by an adult.  Volunteers are 
still needed for this fun com-
munity event.  Call Charis 
Beal to help out with the 
hayride at 281-292-7088. 

Full event details are at 
www.oakridgenorth.com. 
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In 1987, Larry 
and Yvette Muller 
were expecting 
their third son.  
The crib used 
for their first 
two sons, 
Geoffrey and 
Jacob, was a 
16-year-old 
hand-me-
down from 
Yvette’s sister 
and no longer 
in great shape.  
So they took the 
advice of a friend and 
called a local woman who 
sold Jenny Lind-style cribs out 
of her home.  Not only did 
the Mullers buy that crib, but 
they took over the business as 
she was looking to liquidate 
to relocate out-of state.  

Larry and Yvette set up 
baby Jordan’s bed-
room as their 
“showroom” 
and say 
that the 
cute 
baby 
IN  the 
crib 
had a 
lot to 
do with 
the num-
ber of sales 
made.  Yvette 
managed sales from 
the kitchen table and Larry 
(when not working his full-
time job in the construction 
field) managed the stock-
room, also known as their 
garage!  When their crib sup-
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MERCHANT SPOTLIGHT 
Baby’s & Kid’s 1st 

1960. The 
product 
line has 
greatly 
expanded 
to include 
complete 
furnish-
ings for 
infant’s 
and chil-
dren’s 
rooms 
including 
bedding 
sets and accessories, car seats, 
strollers, clothing, safety 
items, toys, and much more.  
Now known as Baby’s & 
Kid’s First, it really is a one-
stop shop for everything little 
ones need.  

Current store manager, 
Sarah Peters, joined Baby’s & 
Kid’s 1st in 2005.  Larry says 
that Sarah 
and her 
staff have 
done an 
amazing job 
of creating a 
warm and 
wonderful place to shop.  It 
does seem a world away from 
other children’s stores or 
mass merchandise stores that 
sell children’s items. 

Baby’s & Kid’s 1st focuses 
heavily on child safety.  Our 
store location has two certi-
fied car seat inspectors.  Car 

plier launched a second style, 
the Mullers created a second 
bedroom “showroom” just in 
time for the birth of their 
fourth son, Joseph in 1988. 

The Mullers advertised in 
“The Green Sheet” and the 
business grew.  Yvette made 
regular trips to the crib dis-

tributor with all four chil-
dren in tow.  Soon 

they had three other 
families in the area 
selling cribs out of 
their homes as 
well.  By the time 
they leased their 
first small ware-
house space, the 
Mullers were 
selling more cribs 

for this manufac-
turer than any oth-

er retailer in the 
country! 

Larry and Yvette sought 
the help of the Small Busi-
ness Development Center at 
Harris County College.  Larry 
credits this program with 
teaching them how to man-
age their business.  Soon  
they were able to open their 
first real retail space at High-
way 59 and the Beltway.  The 

Mullers went from 
bedroom show-

room to open 
Baby’s 1st 

Furniture in 
less than 
five years. 
The busi-
ness has 
continued 

to thrive 
and now 

includes four 
locations in the 

Houston area:  West 
University, The Galleria, 
Sugarland, and Oak Ridge 
North (serving The Wood-
lands market.)  The Oak 
Ridge North store opened 
one year ago as a relocation 
of their store at I-45 and FM 

seat inspections are available, 
even if you purchased your 
seat elsewhere.  They also 
offer Kid Safety Solutions 
where an inspector comes to 
your home and inspects room 
by room for child safety—
things that the untrained 
person might miss.  This free 
service is available to all their 
customers, and Larry also 

extends 
the offer 
to all Oak 

Ridge North 
residents. 

Now it the perfect time to 
stop in and see a great selec-
tion of items for holiday gift-
giving!  Their high-quality 
toys are delightful.  They are 
located in Wood Ridge Plaza 
near Pappa’s BBQ.  Their 
phone is 281-266-8700 and 
website is www.babys1st.com. 
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PROFESSIONAL OFFSET PRINTING
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POLICE SPOTLIGHT

By Ralph Craig III,  
Code Enforcement Officer 

The Code Enforcement 
Division of the Oak Ridge 
North Police Department is 
committed to protecting the 
public health, safety, and wel-
fare of the residents and busi-
ness owners by promoting 
the maintenance and upkeep 
of real property. Through the 
enforcement of these city or-
dinances we are able to ad-
minister a fair and compre-
hensive enforcement pro-
gram that corrects violations 
and promotes and maintains 
a safe and desirable living 
and work environment for 
our “Hometown”.  

A few of our top code en-
forcement violations (with 
the city code section refer-
enced) are as follows:  

1)Weeds, Brush, Rub-
bish and Unsanitary Mat-
ter :  (Sec.34-57)   

2)Junked vehicles:  (Sec. 
34-71)     
3)Fences:  dilapidated or 
falling (Sec.14-450) 
4)Signs:  Stake signs, 
Temporary signs and 
Prohibited Signs (Sec.62-
2) 
5)Nuisance  Animals:  
Dogs at Large (Sec.10-2) 

These are only a few of the 
city ordinances addressed dai-
ly by our code enforcement 
officers.  Code enforcement 
officers work with residents, 
business owners and our city 
public works department to 
enhance the quality of life in 
our city by eliminating un-
sightly or hazardous condi-
tions that affect all people 
and businesses in the City of 
Oak Ridge North.   

All code enforcement is-
sues are addressed in a confi-
dential, understanding, and 
timely manner.  Upon receiv-

ing a complaint, a code en-
forcement officer will investi-
gate the alleged violation and 
then contact the property 
owner to resolve the issues.  If 
there is indeed a violation of 
the ordinances, the property 
owner will then be given time 
to take care of 
the violation.  
While most 
property owners 
comply after the 
first notification, 
those who do 
not may be fined 
or even have a 
lien placed on 
the property by 
the city.   

The primary 
goal of code enforcement is 
to establish voluntary compli-
ance through contact, educa-
tion, and guidance.   

If each of us will first con-
sider the effect that our own 

actions may have on the prop-
erty and people surrounding 
us, the idea of achieving our 
“Hometown feeling” will be 
off to a good start. 
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Veteran’s Memorial Plaque 
Re-dedication Ceremony 

Hometown Christmas 

Clip & Save Event Calendar 
Tree Lighting Ceremony 

Sunday, December 1st 
5:30 p.m. 

Christmas Parade 
Saturday, December 7th 

9:30 a.m. 

Santa in the Park Saturday, December 7th 
10:30 a.m. 

Light Up the Night Judging December 10-13 

Mayor’s Holiday Reception Thursday, December 12th 
6:00 p.m.  

Community Hayride 
Thursday, December 19th 

6:00 p.m.  

full details:  www.oakridgenorth.com 

On Sunday, November 10, 
2013 at 4:00 p.m. the City of 
Oak Ridge North re-
dedicated a plaque in honor 
of our men and women who 
served in our country’s armed 
forces.  The original plaque 
in the park was damaged by 
the elements over time and 
became unreadable.  This 
plaque, while having the 
same design, including the 
quote by John Stuart Mill and 
military seals, has been cast in 
bronze to better withstand 
the weather. 

The ceremony began with 
an invocation led by ORN 
resident, Guy Glass, pastor of 

LifeSpring Family Church.  
The Sons of the American 
Revolution presented the 
colors and then the singing of 
“The Star-Spangled Banner” 
was led by Bill Cates, a teach-
er at Oak Ridge Christian 
Academy.  Mayor Jim Kuy-
kendall made brief remarks 
noting the contribution of 
our military families and our 
gratitude for the service and 
sacrifice made by these men, 
women, and their families.  
The ceremony concluded 
with the singing of  “America 
the Beautiful” by Lindsay 
Cates who is ten-years-old and 
a fifth grade student at Oak 
Ridge Christian Academy. 
Refreshments were served 
following the ceremony.   

The City of Oak Ridge 
North is grateful for the veter-
ans and their families who 
made this event part of their 
Veteran’s Day weekend. 
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Numbers You Can Use! 
DIAL 911 FOR EMERGENCIES 

ORN Police  

Mon.-Fri. 8:30 am to 4:00 pm - Dial 281-292-4643 

Otherwise, call Montgomery County Dispatch  

281-353-9791 

South Montgomery County Fire Department  

281-363-3473 

The City of Oak Ridge North Main Number…………………281-292-4648 

ORN Water Department……………………………………………281-367-1189 

Emergency after hours………………….………………281-292-4642 

Southern Montgomery County MUD (Water)……………...281-367-5383 

CenterPoint Energy (Electric)……………………………………..713-207-7777 

Entergy Solutions (Electric)………………………………………...800-368-3749 

CenterPoint Energy (Gas)…………….……………………………..713-659-2111 

Charter Communications (Cable)……………………………….281-367-8900 

Economic Development 

Home Alone 
Professional Pet Sitting

You‛re leaving us 
for the holidays!?! 

www.homealonepetsit.com
832-453-6244

Visits from $15.00
In-Your-Home Pet Care

 

The economic forecast for 
Oak Ridge North is bright!  
The I-45 Retail District is 
experiencing revitalization 
that includes renovation of 
aging properties, removal of 
distressed properties, and 
rental of available space.  
The Oak Ridge North Eco-
nomic Development Corpo-
ration (ORNEDC) is proud 
to partner with businesses 
who are making this transfor-
mation happen. 

ORNEDC partnered with 
Grocers Supply Company 
this year as they purchased 
and renovated the Oak 
Ridge North Shopping Cen-
ter.  What is now The 
Shoppes at Oak Ridge North 
has welcomed new tenants 
Mattress One and Nutrisys-
tem, and Hodge’s Food Bas-
ket has rebranded as Hodge’s 
Hometown Grocer.  The 
Hodge’s rebranding included 
physical renovation as well as  
a product analysis to make 
sure that the items they stock 
are the ones their customers 
are looking for.  There are 
deals in the works with this 
center, but we can’t spill the 
beans just yet.   

Wood Ridge Plaza is fill-
ing their vacant spaces as 

well.  Fabrics & More opened 
and expanded this year, Dialy-
spa, Baby’s & Kid’s 1st, Glob-
al Leader Aquatics, Kirk-
land’s, 1st Choice Staffing, 
Merle Norman, and Alonti 
Catering all moved into 
Wood Ridge Plaza this year.  
Local favorite, Pallotta’s Ital-
ian Grill expanded into adja-
cent space to create an ban-

quet facility.  ORNEDC was 
pleased to participate in this 
project encouraging existing 
businesses to stay and grow in 
ORN.  Wood Ridge Plaza has 
some exciting plans for 2014 
and will be working with 

ORNEDC and the city to 
make the center even better 
as a destination for shoppers. 

The local media carried 
stories a few months back 
about a hotel and conference 
center project on the property 
at the corner of I-45 and Rob-
inson Road.  We are pleased 
that this project, still in the 
development phase, will bring 

a much 
needed 
amenity 
not only 
to ORN, 
but the 
South 
Montgom-
ery Coun-
ty area.  In 
the inter-
im, we are 
excited to 
welcome 
Sears Ap-
pliance 
and Mat-
tress to 
the build-

ing that has stood vacant on 
that corner for several years.    

November 6th-8th, repre-
sentatives from the city at-
tended the International 
Council of Shopping Centers 
Texas Dealmaking Confer-
ence in Dallas.  This is the 
premier event for attracting 
retail and restaurants to your 
community.  With a booth 
theme of “Where in the 
World is Oak Ridge North,” 
we had a great response and 
are excited to see the deals 
that will come out of this 
conference in the coming 
months. 

Next issue we will share 
some of the great economic 
development happenings 
away from I-45.  Stay Tuned! 
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City Council and Staff 

Mayor:   Jim Kuykendall 
Mayor Pro Tem:  Al Stahl  

Council Members: 
Place 1:  Tom Coale 

Place 2:   Clint McClaren 
Place 3:  Al Stahl 

Place 4:  Jim Simon 
Place 5:  Frances Planchard 

Vicky Rudy, City Manager 
John Beisert, Building Official 

Michelle Buchannan, Municipal Court Clerk 
Susan Cates, Economic Development Coordinator 

Heather Neeley, City Secretary 
Joe Sherwin, Director of Public Works 

Andy Walters, Chief of Police 
Kristen Woolley, Director of Finance  

underway.  Most recently Joe 
worked in the north Texas 
area for the City of Hurst and 
the City of Grand Prairie, but 
the Houston area is home.   

Joe graduated from 
Tomball High School and 
then received his B.S. in Civil 
Engineering from Auburn 
and M.E. in Civil Engineer-
ing from Texas A&M.  Joe is 
a licensed Professional Engi-
neer and Certified in Flood 
Plain Management. 

Away from work, Joe en-
joys spending time with wife, 
Susan and their six children.  
Joe is an avid multi-sport ath-
lete.  He has completed over 
20 triathlons or duathlons, 
including an Iron Man 70.3.  
Joe is also a musician who 
plays piano, guitar and sings.  
Joe sang with a country-
western band for the Tomball 
Tree Lighting Ceremony for 
many years.  Maybe we’ll see 
what he can do at the Oak 
Ridge North Tree Lighting! 

Holiday City Meeting Schedule 

City Council 
Monday, November 25th 
Monday, December 16th 

7:00 p.m. 

Economic Development Corporation 
Monday, November 18th 

7:00 p.m. 

For complete schedules and agendas: 
www.oakridgenorth.com 

The public is always welcome! 

Traffic Control-
Research Forest 

As of the evening of Wednesday, 
October 9, 2013, the east bound 
lanes on Research Forest from 
Shadowbend to Grogans Mill will 

be closed.  Traffic will be diverted to the west bound 
side where traffic will run both east and west.  The major 
intersections will remain open to thru traffic. 

In order to accelerate this area, crews may be ongo-
ing 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Please be aware you 
will notice construction lighting in areas in the work 
zone as well as noise.   

On behalf of SJRA, we appreciate your patience and 
understanding as we install the water transmission lines 
for the Ground Water Reduction Program that will be 
delivering water to The Woodlands as well as areas in 
Conroe.  For more detailed information on traffic as well 
as the program, please visit www.sjra.net/grp. 

City Hall will be closed for: 
Thanksgiving, November 28-29, 2013 

Christmas, December 23-25, 2013 
New Year’s Day, January 1, 2014 

Joe Sherwin joined the 
City of Oak Ridge North as 
the Director of Public Works 
in July, 2013.  Joe has already 
made a significant contribu-
tion to the city as we have 
many engineering projects 
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   State of the City  

Public Space Planning

®

We book up fast for the Holidays—BOOK SOON! 
Large Indoor and Outdoor Play areas 
Certified Camp Counselors 
Live Camper Cams 
Spacious Cabins with Comfy Cots 
Tasty Bedtime Campfire Treats 
In-Home Pet Sitting also available from Home Buddies 

27616 Commerce Oaks Dr.  Oak Ridge North, TX 77385  Near Woodlands Elite 
832-482-2299  www.campbowwow.com/us/tx/nearthewoodlandsarea

For Camp, dogs must be 4 months or older, spayed or neutered if over 6 months with 
current vaccinations.  Behavior Buddies participants must be current on vaccinations. 

Burditt Consulting of 
Conroe has been chosen as 
the consulting firm to help 
the City of Oak Ridge North 
develop a master 
plan for public 
spaces.  Burditt 
will be working 
with the Long 
Range Planning 
Board and city 
staff to produce 
a master plan 
that addresses 
the goals of the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan, 
which was adopted in June of 
this year. 

The master plan will serve 
as a guide for future efforts 
by the City in developing 
public spaces so that as op-
portunities and budgets al-
low, the City can move for-
ward toward the now estab-
lished goals.  Burditt and the 
Long Range Planning Board 
will focus on four areas; 1) 

parks and recreational facili-
ties, 2) walkability (sidewalks 
and trails), 3) branding, and 
4) concepts for a future city 

center. 
Parks - 
The City 
has three 
parks.  
We are 
interested 
in finding 
out exact-
ly what 
citizens 

would like to see in their 
parks when the opportunity 
arises to modernize the parks.  
We want to be sure the parks 
provide recreation, not only 
for young families with chil-
dren, but for our senior citi-
zens as well.  The team will 
also look at opportunities for 
new park space. 

Walkability - The compre-
hensive plan made it clear 
that our citizens desire more 

freedom to move about the 
city by walking or biking.  A 
plan to connect the city by 
sidewalks and pathways is a 
priority of this open space plan.    

Branding – In the compre-
hensive planning process it 
became evident that Oak 
Ridge North would like to 
establish identifiable bounda-
ries to our City that sets it 
apart from the surrounding 
areas.  This may include sign-
age, landscaping or other 
distinctive markers.   

City Center – The commu-
nity has, for years, desired a 
“City Center,” that will be-
come the “heart of the city.”  
Recently the Zoning Commis-
sion and City Council drew 
boundaries for this future 
center and created a new zon-
ing district called, “the Plaza 
District.”  This sets the 
boundaries for a future cen-
ter.  The job of this new team 
is to develop a concept for 

how the Plaza District might 
evolve physically and architec-
turally as a place to draw resi-
dents together.   

Burditt has been involved 
in parks and public space 
planning throughout the 
region, but with a concentra-
tion in Montgomery County, 
including Conroe, Montgom-
ery, Panorama Village, and 
Magnolia.  Work on the mas-
ter plan will begin after Janu-
ary 1, 2014.  Public input is 
key to making this your plan.  
There will be opportunities 
for citizens to participate in 
providing that input early 
next year.  
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27424 Robinson Road 
Oak Ridge North, Texas 77385 
Phone: 281-292-4648 
Fax: 281-367-7729 
www.oakridgenorth.com 

City of Oak Ridge North Market Review 

www.KeystoneSignatureProperties.com 
832-764-0156 office 
info4ksp@gmail.com 

Not Just a Destination… But a way of Life! 

Now is the time to prepare for the 2014 market!  We expect 2014  to be a great year to sell in Oak Ridge 
North.  We understand the unique qualities and location of our community and are here to personally help you: 

• Prepare your property to show at its best

• Advise you on the best process to market using exceptional tools reaching the most qualified buyers

• Negotiate offers to close your property at the highest price possible and relocate to just the right place

Thank you for allowing us to serve you.  We  love our home town! 

Paula Cleveland 
Broker 
713-819-8479 

Bill Neill 
Realtor 
281-384-4331 
Selling ORN since 
1982.

Teresa Largent 
Realtor 
713-825-5223 
I don’t just sell ORN, 
I live here.

Joanna Kile 
Realtor 
832-315-9530 
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